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February 28, 2021

Good Morning Hawthorne Families.

I hope this email finds your families doing well. Please allow me to begin by sharing my
appreciation for your flexibility and adaptability during these difficult times. We realize that this
year has been anything but typical and the inclement weather in February has created additional
challenges. The good news is that the most recent weather reports show a warming trend in the
coming weeks. We can only hope that spring is on the way!!

Parents may recall that the district had planned to increase our in-person instruction back in
November 2020, in what we called Phase II.  However, the decision was made to delay that
transition due to increased COVID numbers in Hawthorne. Since November, the COVID
numbers in Hawthorne are down significantly.  Also, as of Friday, February 26, 2021, the
Northwest Region, which includes Passaic County, is currently in the Yellow (Moderate)
category.  These weekly activity reports from the NJDOH continue to show very encouraging
signs.

In considering the updated local and regional data and the most recent health department
guidance, we have made the decision to increase in-person instruction for all students by
combining Cohorts A and B, beginning Monday, March 15, 2021.

● Students who are currently in Cohort A and B will return to in-person instruction 4
half-days a week. Afternoon sessions will remain fully remote.

● At this time, Wednesdays will remain remote learning days.
● We will not permit students who are currently on a full remote schedule to transition back

to in-person until the beginning of the 4th Marking Period, which begins on Monday,
April 12, 2021. Instructions for changing from full remote to in-person are listed below.

Over the next two weeks, school staff will prepare for this transition.  Desk shields and air
purifiers will continue to be utilized in all instructional spaces.  However, parents should be
aware that the shift to eliminate the cohort system and allow for in-person students to come to
school daily may reduce social distancing in classrooms to less than 6 feet, which complies with
the most recent US DOE / CDC information below.

● At moderate (yellow) levels: K-12 schools open for full in-person learning if they
implement the previously listed five key mitigation strategies, including masking and,
to the greatest extent possible, physical distancing of 6 feet or more.

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2021_7.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2021_7.pdf


Furthermore, great attention will continue to be given to student health monitoring and contact
tracing; exclusion of individual students, classes of students and/or school closure protocols will
be followed if necessary.  We ask for all in-person families to recognize the very significant shift
being made.  While our region of New Jersey has just been designated with a Moderate level of
COVID-19 activity, your cooperation is needed now more than ever. If there is any illness in
your home, please communicate as soon as possible with your school nurse before you send your
child to school.  Finally, should the COVID Activity Level return to the Orange (High) category
we will evaluate our local numbers and determine if a change is necessary.

Transition Between Remote and In-Person Models
As a reminder, all students who wish to change their instructional model for the 4th Marking
Period (from in-person to full remote or vice versa) must complete the form located on our
district website or found below no later than March 29, 2020.

Parent Selection for Remote Learning Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto

In closing,  I want to reiterate that none of the decisions regarding this school year have been
routine.  We have spent countless hours reviewing data, considering all options, and making the
decisions that we feel are best for our community and the students and staff in Hawthorne.  As
always, we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will post any and
all communications to the Restart and Recovery Webpage.

With Appreciation,

Richard A. Spirito

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

